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Directions: Determine the correct answer to each of the following, based on information derived from the article. 

Data breaches
Deadline: Postmarked no later than July 1, 2016 
Credit: 2 AAMA CEUs (gen/adm) #129763 

Electronic bonus! This test is available for an extended time*   
on the e-Learning Center at www.aama-ntl.org/learning.

 

Continuing education test

 ceu test 
Find  CMA Today CE articles and more on the  e-Learning Center!

Complete the form on the next page.

Take this course online and enjoy these benefits:

• Secure online payment

• Immediate score results sent to your e-mail address

• Instant updates to your AAMA CEU Transcript

Go to the AAMA e-Learning Center at www.aama-ntl.org/learning.
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		 1. Health care professionals have a legal, but not an ethical, 
duty to handle protected health information (PHI) in an 
appropriate manner. 

		 2. The health care sector has done a better job of implementing 
security and privacy measures than have the government 
and financial sectors. 

		 3. Most health care data breaches are due to stolen or lost 
devices, not cyberattacks by hackers. 

		 4. Health care providers can be penalized for violating the 
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) 
only if it can be proved that they had knowledge of their 
HIPAA violations. 

		 5. Business associates of health care providers, as well as 
the health care providers themselves, are responsible for 
abiding by HIPAA security and privacy requirements. 

		 6. Under HIPAA, PHI identifiers are defined as anything that 
either identifies the individual or could reasonably be used 
to identify the individual. 

		 7. Information about a patient’s illness or test must be 
disclosed to the health insurer, even if the patient pays for a 
service or test and does not want such information disclosed 
to the insurer. 

		 8. A good general rule is that patient information should not be 
shared with any other staff member unless the staff member 
has a need to know the information. 

		 9. The license plate number of a patient’s automobile is 
considered PHI under HIPAA.  

		 10. Generally, medical identity theft can be resolved more 
quickly than credit card theft. 

		 11. Health care entities must perform periodic and ongoing 
checks to make sure that patient information is secure. 
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		 12. Under HIPAA, health care entities are required to keep 
patient information and data secure. However, the law 
does not address whether patient information and data 
must be available and accessible to the health care 
providers. 

		 13. Under the HIPAA Privacy Rule, any impermissible use or 
disclosure of PHI is presumed to not be a breach of the 
Privacy Rule unless it can be shown that there was a high 
probability that the PHI was compromised. 

		 14. The HIPAA Privacy Rule requires health care providers 
to notify prominent media outlets (as well as the 
government and patients) if PHI of more than 500 
patients has been compromised. 

		 15. It is prudent for physicians, nurse practitioners, and 
physician assistants to keep patient data on their own 
electronic devices in case the office system is compromised. 

		 16. Under the Medicare and Medicaid Electronic Health 
Record Incentive Programs, the offices of participating 
eligible professionals must perform a risk assessment of 
the security of PHI in order to receive incentive payments. 

		 17. It is best to use passwords that are longer than four 
characters and do not have the name of the practice as 
part of the password. 

		 18. If a security breach occurs because of the actions of an 
outside vendor, the medical office and its personnel are 
not responsible for that breach. 
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Continuing education application

AAMA CEU Credit:  You have two options for testing.

Option 1: Go to www.aama-ntl.org and click on e-Learning Center under Continuing  
Education. Pay for and take the test online.

Option 2: Complete the test and application on this page, and mail it to the address 
below. Enclose a check or money order payable to the AAMA.

The nonrefundable testing fee is $20 (members) or $30 (nonmembers). Credit will be 
awarded to those who achieve a score of at least 80 percent.

Last name

First name & middle initial

Address

City/State/ZIP

AAMA membership status:   Member ($20)     Nonmember ($30) 

Members  —AAMA ID number (required)

Nonmembers—Last four digits of Social Security number (required)

Date completed

Day phone  Fax

E-mail

Retain a photocopy of your payment and test for your files.  
The AAMA does not keep copies on file after grading.  
Send completed test application and fee to:

 AAMA CMA Today CE Test
 20 N. Wacker Dr., Ste. 1575
 Chicago, IL 60606

CEUs are awarded based upon content, depth of article, learning outcomes, and length 
of time for completion per IACET (International Association for Continuing Education and 
Training) guidelines and criteria. IACET created the CEU for the purpose of providing a 
standard unit of measure to quantify continuing adult education. CEU value is awarded 
based upon the projected contact hours needed to complete the continuing education 
activity (e.g., 1 CEU equals 1 hour, or 1.5 CEUs equal 1.5 hours). CMA Today articles follow 
this standard for awarding CEU value. The $20 or $30 is a test processing fee. A $25 
administrative fee will be assessed for returned checks.

 *Mail-in test deadlines are maintained for administrative purposes. Electronic test dead-
lines on the e-Learning Center will vary. The AAMA reserves the right to remove any 
course at any time.

Donate online and 

SUPPORT
EDUCATION!

Supporting the AAMA 
Endowment funds has never 
been easier. Donate through the 
AAMA Store online and help  
foster the growth of the next 
generation of medical assistants. 

For more information, visit About/The 
Endowment on the AAMA website. 

www.aama-ntl.org 

The Maxine Williams 
Scholarship Fund
provides educational assistance 
to deserving medical assisting 
students.

The Ivy Reade Relkin 
Surveyor Training Fund 
helps ensure the quality of 
accredited medical assisting 
programs by training skilled 
surveyors. 


